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[bookmark: _GoBack]Answer three questions total from the sections below. Be sure to cite relevant literature.

A. Answer one of the following two questions:

1. Although election coverage in the news typically treats voter turnout as a matter of individual choice, political scientists view voting as essential to the process of policy representation.  That concern can focus on the role of election policy in shaping turnout, as well as the role of electoral mobilization in shaping public policy.  What does the discipline have to say about the relationship between voter turnout and public policy?

2. The principal agent model has become a dominant theoretical framework in the bureaucratic politics literature.  It is described by its proponents as a powerful theoretical tool.  Others have been more critical of the theory.  Critically analyze the principal agent model.  What are the basic assumptions?  How do they relate to bureaucratic politics?  What are the strengths and weaknesses of the model?  What are the alternatives to the principal agent model?  What are their strengths and weaknesses?

B. Answer one of the following two questions:

1. Over the last few decades, public policy scholars have developed several influential theories of the policy process. Which two theoretical contributions do you feel have best contributed to our understanding of the policy process?  Defend your choices by (a) discussing the specific ways that these theories have improved upon previous theories, and (b) offering examples of how these theoretical advances have impacted subsequent research in the policy field.

2. Many individuals have written about public policy from a variety of different perspectives. Identify five different perspectives or ways that scholars conceptualize public policy and then compare them.  Which offers us the best way of understanding the policy process and how policies are formulated?

C. Answer one of the following two questions:

1. Why are public policy schools separate from political science departments? Are they fundamentally different disciplines?

2. What role does ideology play in formation of public policy from the agenda setting to the implementation stages?


