Spring 2020 Policy Field Exam
Field Committee: D. Stephen Voss (chair), Rick Waterman, Michael Zilis

PART I – PERSPECTIVES ON THE POLICY PROCESS (select one)
1. Many individuals have written about public policy from a variety of different perspectives. Identify seven different perspectives or ways that scholars conceptualize public policy and then compare them. Which offers the best way of understanding the policy process and how policies are formulated? Which ones can be classified as theories?
2. Policy scholars have noted the importance of agenda setting in the policy process. Yet scholars in American politics also note that agenda setting is a key to successful policy adoption. Using literature from policy and politics, including game theoretic models, why do political scientists focus on agenda setting?
PART II -- APPLIED POLICY CONCEPTS (select one)
1. Some have described a "causal revolution" in policy research, and the applied social sciences more broadly, where advancements in statistical tools and data have led to an increasing amount of research focused on estimating cause-and-effect relationships. Consider two research literatures – one related to the selection of policy makers (i.e., parties/elections) and one related to policy making in a specific policy area – and describe recent advancements brought forth by researchers answering causal questions in those literatures. Describe the methods used and how they were able to address bias in past research. Finally, discuss the tradeoffs that researchers often face between answering causal questions and questions that are unconstrained by a focus on causality.
2. Compare and contrast the idea that policy should be based on the opinions of the mass public with the approach that argues that policies should be made by trained experts based on the best available information. What role, if any, does the public play in theories of the policy process? Is policymaking by elites necessarily undemocratic?  Your answer should cover two types of elites: (1) policy making by policy specialists and (2) policy making by judges as they resolve disputes of law.  Does your answer differ depending on whether we focus on policy experts or legal experts?
PART III – POLICYMAKING IN AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS (select one OR answer the remainder of Part II)
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Although the U.S. Supreme Court has been called the "most extraordinary powerful court of law," it nonetheless faces a number of constraints on its ability to set political and legal policy.  Identify how research conceives of "constraints" on Supreme Court policymaking and identify three such constraints.  What are they and in what ways do they limit the policymaking authority of the Court?  In what ways does the debate between the attitudinal and strategic models of judicial behavior speak to this question?  Finally, based on your answers above, evaluate whether the Supreme Court's power has been overstated.
2. Linkage mechanisms such as the political parties and interest groups are thought to play a critical role in tying public opinion to what happens in Congress, and therefore in turn linking the public to policy adoption.  How congressmen/women make decisions on legislation has long been a subject of debate and controversy in the political science literature, however.  Explain and analyze ways in which legislators make decisions on roll-call votes.  What theoretical and/or methodological weaknesses do you see in this literature?  In particular, it was generally argued in the Nineties that the influence of political parties had declined, while single-issue interest groups had come to play a more significant role, so make sure that you discuss how the literature’s understanding of the role of party-in-government has evolved over time.
