The Field Examination for Comparative Politics has 3 sections. Students are expected to select one question from each section to answer.

1.Comparative Political Behavior
Choose one of the following two questions on comparative political behavior and write a complete answer:

1a. Almond and Verba’s (1963) book, The Civic Culture, transformed the field of comparative political behavior. What were some of the book’s contributions to the literature? How valid are the book’s propositions and empirical evidence to understand the political behavior of citizens across the world today? How much have we learned about citizens’ political behavior since the publication of Almond and Verba’s book? What are some of the most important findings in the literature?

1b. What explains variations within and across countries in citizens’ likelihood to participate in politics? In your view, what theoretical approach in comparative political behavior provides a better explanation for variations across countries? (Why?) What are some of the methodological challenges scholars of comparative political behavior face when examining some of these questions empirically?

2. Comparative Political Institutions
Choose one of the following two questions on comparative political institutions and write a complete answer: 

2a. In recent years, there has been a sharp increase in the use of survey experiments in political science. The bulk of research using survey experiments is devoted to understanding mass public opinion and political behavior. How can we use survey experiments to learn about comparative political institutions? What are the challenges associated with using survey experiments to study comparative political institutions?  What are some important questions in the comparative institutions literature that might be well suited to answer with survey experiments? 

2b. One of the appealing features of research on comparative political institutions is that elites can change and manipulate institutions in order to shape outcomes. As a result, research on comparative institutions has the potential to offer a wide-range of policy prescriptions for policy-makers interested in improving various aspects of citizens’ lives. What are the most promising policy prescriptions from research on comparative institutions?  What further research on this topic would you recommend that could improve these policy prescriptions?

3. Comparative Methods
Choose one of the following two questions on comparative methods and write a complete answer: 

3a. Which empirical method(s) offer the best means of drawing causal inference, and should causal inference be the goal of comparative politics? In answering this question be sure to 1) discuss the relative merits of: experiments, statistical analysis, and qualitative analysis, 2) contextualize the goal of causal inference among other scientific aims, 3) address aspects of scientific research that are distinctive to comparative politics, and 4) provide examples from the comparative politics literature to support your argument. 

3b. Scholars often debate the relative merits of quantitative versus qualitative empirical analysis.  What are the relative merits of these distinct methodological approaches.  Which, if either, is more valuable for scholars of comparative politics.  Which approach has been used more fruitfully in the comparative politics literature? Be sure to cite specific examples of both qualitative and quantitative comparative politics research in your answer.
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