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Answer one question from each of the three groupings, for a total of three essays. 


Answer One of the Following Questions:

1. In a recent speech to the Federalist Society, U.S. Supreme Court justice Neil Gorsuch praised judicial decision making based on “what the law is not what it should be.”  Gorsuch argued that “originalism has regained its place and textualism has triumphed and neither is going anywhere.”  Evaluate Gorsuch’s argument by reviewing two models of judicial decision making from the political science literature.  You should discuss the main tenets of these models as well as evaluate the empirical evidence surrounding them.  Finally, which research design strategies are most promising when it comes to assessing the Federalist Society argument that originalism is the predominant influence on the behavior of judges (federal or state) today?
 
2. Commentators have argued that, with a series of appointments and favorable court rulings, the Trump administration has remade the federal judiciary in its image.  Evaluate this argument.  In doing so, pay particular attention to the evidence concerning inter-institutional constraints on judicial decision making.  To what extent and in what ways are courts constrained by the other branches?  What evidence speaks to the president’s influence in particular, and how would you assess the president’s impact on the federal courts relative to Congress’s impact?  
 
Answer One of the Following Questions:

1. The gold standard in presidential politics is still Richard Neustadt’s work, which is now 60 years old! Critique Neustadt’s model, explain its staying power in the presidential field, and provide alternative approaches to the study of presidential power.

2. Scholars in a variety of fields have noted that ideology is an important variable in understanding American politics? Others contend that an approach that focuses on ideology misses much of what is important in the political process. Citing literature from at least two of the following – the presidency, congress, the courts, the bureaucracy – why is a focus on ideology critical to our understanding of American politics.

Answer One of the Following Questions:

1. Research in political psychology has raised numerous questions about the empirical validity of rational choice theory, especially for explaining the way ordinary citizens make voting decisions, form political judgments and respond to new information. Reevaluate the rationality of citizens in light of recent research in political psychology. Under what types of conditions and for what types of behavior (e.g., voting decisions, forming judgments) do rational actor models provide better or worse predictions, explanations and understandings of political behavior than, say, perspectives and research in political psychology, and why?

2. Scholars have been asking whether and how the news media influence political attitudes and behavior for several decades. The answers to this question seem to change dramatically over time, depending on the types of news media (e.g., traditional, partisan, social) and influence (e.g., persuasion, framing) studied and the methods and measures used to assess influence. Where do we stand today in answering this question? What do we know and what do we still need to investigate? In your answer, be sure to discuss the implications of research for assessing the political competence of ordinary citizens.

