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Answer three questions total from the sections below. Be sure to cite relevant literature.

A. Answer one of the following questions:
1. Chief Justice John Roberts recently stated, “We do not have Obama judges or Trump judges, Bush judges or Clinton judges. What we have is an extraordinary group of dedicated judges doing their level best to do equal right to those appearing before them.”  Evaluate this statement using political science research on judicial behavior.  Specifically, describe the three predominant models of judicial behavior in the literature, their central tenets, and relevant empirical evidence.  Finally, assess whether empirical evidence supports Roberts’s statement or an alternative approach when it comes to (1) federal and (2) state judges.

2. How responsive are political elites to public opinion in American democracy?  Assess the evidence specifically when it comes to Congressional and judicial responsiveness at the federal level.  As you examine, be sure to give particular attention to the distinct goals, incentives, and constraints that structure the behavior of lawmakers and judges, detailing whether (and under what conditions) these facilitate responsiveness.


B. Answer one of the following questions:
1. Theodore Lowi refers to the dangers of a "plebiscitary presidency" while many other scholars refer to an expectations gap between what the public expects of presidents and what presidents actually can do. From both perspectives, scholars see a danger in the growing propensity of presidents to rely on public opinion and support.  Critique this literature and explain how the public can both increase and decrease the potential for presidential power.

2. Using literature from the presidential and congressional literatures, please respond to the following statement:  Measurement is of critical importance in the field of Political Science.  In your answer describe what we mean by measurement and provide a concrete example of how different means of measuring a political construct result in different analytical outcomes (results). 

C. Answer one of the following questions:
1.  American parties are generally not as unified or coordinated as the parties found in other democracies.  As a result, it’s conventional to distinguish (a) parties as institutions, (b) parties in the electorate, and (c) parties in government.  Provide an overview and critique of the parties literature in each of these three areas, first assessing them as separate research programs and then summarily evaluating their overall success capturing the meaning of “political party” in the U.S. context.  You are welcome to draw comparisons to research on other political systems, and you are encouraged to describe deficiencies in terms of where the research ought to go.

2. Evaluate the political competence of ordinary American citizens, based on research in public opinion and voting behavior.  Some scholars seem wholly pessimistic in their judgment, focusing on evidence that many people are “innocent of ideology,” politically uninformed or misinformed, seldom vote on the basis of issues, and that even politically sophisticated citizens are often dogmatic in resisting new information and arguments that conflict with their prior views. Others are not so pessimistic. Assess the evidence and the standards that have been used and reach your own judgment on the competence of ordinary American citizens.   
